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The Crab Spider or Flower Spider (Misumena v a t i a ) i l l u s 
t r a t e d on t h i s month's cover was white w i t h mauve markings 
on the s i d e of the body. Rather than use s i l k to capture 
t h e i r prey, Crab Spiders have a t o x i n which i s l e t h a l to 
bees, f l i e s and other i n s e c t s . The spiders s i t on flowers 
and are able to change colour s l o w l y to blend w i t h the 
colour of the flower. 

I watched t h i s s p i d e r guarding her egg sac f o r between 
four and f i v e weeks. She disappeared j u s t before the eggs 
hatched. I have read that they d i e j u s t before the eggs 
hatch. 

This Flower Spider had the t i p of a bl a c k b e r r y l e a f 
f o l d e d over and t i e d down w i t h s i l k , and she held her legs 
i n a p r o t e c t i v e c r a b l i k e f a s h i o n over the tied-down l e a f . 
I turned the l e a f over and fastened i t w i t h a c l o t h e s peg 
to take t h i s photograph. Sometimes she would move out to 
re s t i n the sun, but i f so much as my shadow passed over 
her she would q u i c k l y move back over the egg sac area. 

Their v i s i o n of movement i s good. A l l e i g h t eyes are 
v i s i b l e as i s the t i n y claw at the end of each l e g . 

In a l l the time I observed her, I saw her feeding only 
once. And i n t r u d e r s were most unwelcome. I once saw a 
b i g black aphid go to cross the l e a f area - i t was f l i c k e d 
o f f w i t h remarkable speed. 

When the eggs hatched, minute green s p i d e r l i n g s emerged 
from a t i n y hole i n the s i l k at the edge of the l e a f . 

Cover photo and s t o r y by 
Bertha Gow 
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A. H. NEHRING BEQUEST 

When Mr. A l f r e d Nehring, one of our members, died on May. 
17th of t h i s year, we learned that he had l e f t the residue 
of h i s est a t e to the V i c t o r i a N a t u r a l H i s t o r y Society. We 
hope i n a f u t u r e i s s u e o f . V i c t o r i a N a t u r a l i s t to be able to 
t e l l members something about Mr. Nehring h i m s e l f , and f o r 
mally to express our enormous a p p r e c i a t i o n of t h i s most 
generous gesture of f a i t h i n our Society and what i t stands 
f o r . For the present, however, t h i s n o t i c e i s j u s t to 
inform members of the f a c t s and to o u t l i n e the fu t u r e poss
i b i l i t i e s . 

The 5-acre property w i t h two ponds and a house i s at  
5118 West Saanich Road, at the foot of L i t t l e Saanich 
Mountain. Members who wish to look around the property 
should f i r s t ask one of the f o l l o w i n g o f f i c e r s : P r e s i d e n t , 
V i c e - p r e s i d e n t , Secretary, Treasurer. 

The Executive Committee of the Society has requested 
the executors of the est a t e to s e l l Mr. Nehring's car and 
some personal items. Most of the household f u r n i s h i n g s 
remain, however, and no major a c t i o n has yet been taken. 

One p o s s i b i l i t y that i s being considered i s to r e t a i n 
the e n t i r e property and develop i t as a Nature Centre w i t h 
various d i s p l a y s i n the house and the grounds. Quite ^ 
obviously t h i s very a t t r a c t i v e idea a l s o has problems <=K 
associated w i t h i t . Thus i t would need a constant and 
r e l i a b l e supply of volunteers to work at the property, 
l o o k i n g a f t e r the grounds, and designing, e r e c t i n g and ^ 
maintaining d i s p l a y s , and countless other t a s k s . I t 
would a l s o mean employing a manager at l e a s t on a p a r t - ^ 
time b a s i s . This a l s o means that we would have to have ^ 
funds f o r paying the manager's s a l a r y , as w e l l as paying ^ 
taxes on the property and paying f o r upkeep of the house j * 
and grounds. P o s s i b l y funds from the est a t e might look 
a f t e r t h i s f o r a year, but a f t e r that these things must 
be paid f o r out of income. 

A second p o s s i b i l i t y i s to recognize the d i f f i c u l t i e s 
inherent i n the f i r s t p lan and to admit that we are unable 
to handle them. In t h i s case the suggestion would be to 
s e l l the property and use the money f o r some other purpose, 
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such as buying a much l a r g e r acreage of some h a b i t a t that 
might be p a r t i c u l a r l y d e s i r a b l e f o r w i l d l i f e - a marsh, 
perhaps - i n order to save the h a b i t a t from development. 
In t h i s way we would make a r e a l c o n t r i b u t i o n to conser
v a t i o n without having the problems of managing a nature 
centre. 

Unless we decide to s e l l the property immediately, i t 
seems d e s i r a b l e - e s s e n t i a l , even - that we should put a 
tenant i n the house f o r a year or so w h i l e we formulate 
our plans more c l o s e l y . I f we put a tenant i n , w h i l e he 
i s i n occupancy, members w i l l not be f r e e to v i s i t the 
property without the express permission of the tenant. 

The Executive Committee w i l l welcome ideas from members 
i f they are c l e a r l y thought out. I f you favour r e t a i n i n g 
the property we would be i n t e r e s t e d to hear of anyone who 
might be asked to be manager of a nature c e n t r e . We would 
be i n t e r e s t e d i n d e t a i l e d plans f o r running such a cen t r e . 
And, most of a l l , we would l i k e to hear from people who 
would be w i l l i n g to put i n volunteer work i n h e l p i n g to 
run such a centre, and how many hours per week they would 
be w i l l i n g work. I f you favour s e l l i n g the property and 
using the money f o r purchase of some other s i t e , we would 
be glad of s p e c i f i c suggestions of s i t e s to buy. And i f 
you know of anyone who i s l o o k i n g f o r accommodation f o r 
a year, again, please l e t us know. 

This bequest i s one of the gre a t e s t things that has 
ever happened to our Society. We can make best use of 
i t only i f members w i l l come forward w i l l i n g to put i n 
the hours and the work that w i l l make us worthy of Mr. 
Nehring's f a i t h i n us. 

J. 6. Tatum, 
Pr e s i d e n t . 
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AUDUBON WILDLIFE FILMS: - 1973 - 74 : 

Enclosed w i t h t h i s magazine you w i l l f i n d the d e s c r i p 
t i v e f o l d e r of the Audubon W i l d l i f e F i l m s e r i e s . 

I t i s our hope that each of our members w i l l plan to 
attend the f i v e l e c t u r e s at the Newcombe Auditorium, 
P r o v i n c i a l Museum. 

A l l l e c t u r e s w i l l be held on F r i d a y and Saturday evenings 
at 8:00 p.m., and the Saturday matinee at 2:30 p.m. Cost 
of season t i c k e t s remains at $4.00 f o r a d u l t s and $2.00 
f o r students f o r both evenings. 

A s p e c i a l p r i c e of $3.50 f o r a d u l t season and $1.50 
fo r student season t i c k e t s has been arranged f o r the 
matinee performance. We hope t h i s w i l l help some of our 
members as w e l l as the general p u b l i c . Please note these 
p r i c e s are f a r below those charged f o r other f i l m s e r i e s . 

Season t i c k e t s w i l l go on s a l e at the September meeting. 

May I take t h i s opportunity to thank Enid Lemon f o r 
the time and t r o u b l e she i s ta k i n g to ensure t h a t the 
Audubon F i l m Series continues to run as smoothly as i t 
bas i n the past. Her help and encouragement i s g r e a t l y 
appreciated. 

Anne F. Adamson, Convener, 
598-1623. 

A. H. Couser, A s s i s t a n t , 
384-0832. 
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MARINE BIOLOGY TRIP - JUNE 2 , 1973 

Low t i d e s of the long June days l u r e d a group of Nat u r a l 
H i s t o r y e n t h u s i a s t s to the s l i p p e r y kelp-strewn rocks of 
Smugglers' Cove one sunny morning. J e n n i f e r Brown, the 
scheduled l e a d e r , had taken i l l . So David S t i r l i n g replaced 
her as guide to the dozen or so eager i n v e s t i g a t o r s . Clad 
i n rubber boots and armed w i t h heavy s t i c k s f o r prodding, we 
sloshed through muddy shallows and s l i d over t h i c k l a y e r s 
of seaweed, f a s c i n a t e d by the abundance of marine l i f e . 

From beneath overturned stones t i n y shore crabs s c u t t l e d 
away to escape the l i g h t , almost disappearing r i g h t before 
our eyes.The slower-moving Spider Crab gained i t s p r o t e c 
t i o n from disturbance by camouflage. I t s long legs were 
covered w i t h algae, making i t i n d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e from the 
tangle of seaweed where i t l a y . Higher above the water 
l e v e l we found one specimen of Rock Crab whose powerful 
p i n c e r s were c a r e f u l l y avoided because they can open the 
s h e l l s of clams and o y s t e r s . 

In the damp mud r i b b o n worms burrowed t h e i r way, and 
when d i s t u r b e d shot f o r t h the long proboscis which they 
use f o r o b t a i n i n g food. Flopping about i n the water 
pockets among the stones were small b l a c k b l e n n i e s , l i t h e 
and w r i g g l i n g f i s h which resemble e e l s . They were very 
hard to ca t c h , s l i p p i n g out of one's hand l i k e magic. We 
found a l i t t l e C l i n g f i s h , s o - c a l l e d because i t can hold 
to a rocky surface and thus outwit predators. Also en
j o y i n g the shallow t i d e pools were numberless S c u l p i n , -
small f i s h w i t h a sh a r p l y t a p e r i n g body marked i n decor
a t i v e p a t t e r n s . The l a r g e ugly head w i t h p r o t r u d i n g 
p e c t o r a l f i n s over-balanced the small body. For some 
reason t h i s f i s h (or a l a r g e r species found i n the northern 
P a c i f i c ) was o f t e n depicted by Indian a r t i s t s on t h e i r 
totem p o l e s , f i s h hooks, hats and s l a t e d i s h e s . The 
Indians used fe a t u r e s as symbols to represent the animal 
depicted, and i n the case of the s c u l p i n these were two 
spines r i s i n g over a wide mouth and a j o i n e d d o r s a l f i n . 
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Rocks and boulders were covered w i t h barnacles w h i l e 
c h i t o n s clung t e n a c i o u s l y to t h e i r undersurface, only 
d i s t i n g u i s h e d from the background by a r e g u l a r p a t t e r n 
of overlapping p l a t e s on the top of the s h e l l . Most 
were small but we found one b i g l e a t h e r c h i t o n 9 or 10 
inches i n l e n g t h . Limpets and p e r i w i n k l e s clung to the 
damp rocks w h i l e i n c r e v i c e s whelks l a y , protected by 
overhanging ledges from the sun's rays. Batches of 
whelk eggs, known as sea oats_; clung i n sand-coloured 
bunches to the rocks. 

Lying i n the shade of boulders, washed by the shallow 
flow of t i d a l water was a. l a r g e purple s t a r f i s h as w e l l 
as s e v e r a l smaller Blood or Sea s t a r s w i t h narrow red ra y s . 
Almost hidden between the rock base and the water were a 
couple of purple urchins l o o k i n g l i k e great spiny b a l l s , 
w h i l e nearby were s o f t pulpy sea cucumbers, b r i g h t orange 
i n c o l o u r . A few d u l l l o o k i n g anemones, splotched w i t h red, 
la y i n q u i e t p o o l s . 

Swaying w i t h the ebb and flow of the deeper water i n the 
cove were the t h i c k olive-brown fronds of kelp and seaweed, 
long narrow blades of e e l grass and bulbous a i r bladders of 
the b u l l k e l p . A shiny tangle of l e a t h e r y , s l i p p e r y leaves 
covered the exposed area of beach. They were d u l l and dark 
i n colour but soon to be b r i l l i a n t green or c o r a l when 
buoyed up by the water. There were sea staghorn, resembling 
a n t l e r s of a deer, c u r l y grass-green sea l e t t u c e , s h i r r e d 
blades of seersucker, r u f f l e d sea Laver and the rough 
surface of Turkish Towel k e l p . Hanging from exposed rock 
ledges was the rubbery drapery of the Popping Wrack whose 
a i r - f i l l e d bladders broke w i t h a c r a c k l i n g noise when 
squeezed, and the pudgey f i n g e r s of .Sea Sac, sometimes 
c a l l e d Deadman's Fingers. C l u s t e r s of tube worms pro
truded from c r e v i c e s , the worm at the bottom, l y i n g i n 
the water. 

A f t e r two hours the t i d e was washing back i n t o the bay, 
covering the creatures who must l i v e p e r p e t u a l l y beneath 
the water, b r i n g i n g greater depth and swimming freedom f o r 
the species which spend h a l f t h e i r l i f e i n shallow t i d e pools, 
and r e v i t a l i z i n g those crustaceans, worms, and p l a n t s which 
can l i v e high and dry f o r b r i e f s p e l l s . I t had been a 
good morning. The sea sparkled blue beneath sunny s k i e s 
and we l e f t f o r home pleased w i t h t h i s short glimpse a t 
l i f e i n the i n t e r t i d a l zone. E l s i e G > T u m b u l l 
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PROGRAM FOR SEPTEMBER 1973 

Executive Meeting: 
Tuesday, September 4 

General Meeting: 
Tuesday, September 11 

Botany F i e l d T r i p : 
Saturday, September 8 

8:00 p.m. Room 402 E l l i o t B u i l d i n g 
U n i v e r s i t y of V i c t o r i a 

8:00 p.m. Newcombe Auditorium 
P r o v i n c i a l Museum (south entrance) 
Speaker: Nancy Chapman Turner 
T i t l e : P l a n t s of the P a c i f i c  
Northwest Indians 

Meet at Mayfair Lanes Parking Lot 
9:30 a.m. or at corner of Lohbrunner 
and Blenkinsop f o r a walk i n t o Mt. 
Douglas Park. Morning only. 
Leader: Stephen M i t c h e l l 477-9248 

B i r d F i e l d T r i p : Meet at M a y f a i r Lanes Parking Lot 
Saturday, September 15 9:30 a.m. or Esquimalt Lagoon 10:00 

Bring Lunch. 
Leader: Ruth S t i r l i n g 

B i r d F i e l d T r i p : 
Sunday, September 23 

Combined t r i p w i t h Vancouver Group 
Need 8 cars capable of c a r r y i n g 3 
v i s i t o r s each to meet 8:45 a.m. 
f e r r y at Swartz Bay. Phone Ruth 
S t i r l i n g f o r d e t a i l s . 
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JUNIOR PROGRAM - SEPTEMBER 1973 

A l l outings s t a r t from Mayfair lanes parking l o t (corner 
of Roderick and Oak), at 1:30 p.m. unless otherwise noted. 

I f designated d r i v e r s are unable to p a r t i c i p a t e , please 
inform G a i l M i t c h e l l at 477-9248 as soon as p o s s i b l e . 

* Note * No outing September 1 

Sept. 8 Both j u n i o r s (9-12 years) and intermediates 
(13-18 years) 
F r a n c i s Park 
"Sign-up" - b r i n g $2.00 membership fee i f not 
already a '73-'74 member 
D r i v e r s : Whittaker, McGavin, P a r r i s h , Sandeman-

A l l e n . 

Sept. 15 D a y t r i p f o r both groups w i t h Vancouver j u n i o r s 
to R e i f e l Refuge B i r d Sanctuary. Meet at Mayfair 
at 7:00 a.m. to catch 8:00 a.m. f e r r y . B r i n g 
foot passenger f e r r y f a r e ( t o t a l of $4.00). No 
lunch needed. Return on 4:00 p.m. f e r r y -
a r r i v i n g at M a y f a i r approx. 6:00 p.m. Please 
phone G a i l i f you w i l l be coming on t h i s o u t i n g . 
(Snack to eat on r e t u r n f e r r y or snack money 
may be appreciated!) 
D r i v e r s : F o s t e r , Murray, McGavin, Farnden 

Sept. 22 Ju n i o r s Ardmore Beach D r i v e r s : Bryant 
Hopkins 

Sept. 29 Intermediates Ardmore Beach D r i v e r s : Rhodes 
Emery 
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WHAT NEXT? 

Perhaps we have gone the sto r k s of northern Europe one 
b e t t e r - Mr. and Mrs. Herbert M o r r i s of 1605 Hollywood 
Place report a sea g u l l , no l e s s , as having nested on t h e i r 
roof and s u c c e s s f u l l y reared young. Two c h i c k s are s t i l l 
i n the nest as of t h i s date (Aug. 14th) and the nest i s 
v i s i b l e from the s t r e e t . The roof n e s t i n g s t o r k s of Europe 
are supposed to b r i n g good l u c k - we hope the g u l l s on the 
M o r r i s ' roof are an e q u a l l y lucky s i g n . 

NOTES FROM UP ISLAND 

Looking out of our window w h i l e lunching on May 24th, 
we spotted an o t t e r on the shore w i t h a l a r g e flounder i n 
i t s "hands". He was b i t i n g i t around the edges as i f i t 
were a cookie and s e t t l i n g down f o r a long enjoyable meal. 
Fascinated, we watched a most unusual drama. A l a r g e 
Bald Eagle appeared. I t a l l happened so q u i c k l y that we 
suddenly witnessed a f l o u n d e r l e s s o t t e r , dazed and f r a n t i c 
a l l y searching f o r h i s meal. At l a s t , w i t h a gory hole i n 
h i s back, he dived and was gone. P i e c i n g the whole t h i n g 
together afterwards, the eagle must have taken the o t t e r 
by s u r p r i s e , dug; h i s t a l o n s i n t o him, causing him to drop 
h i s dinner and made o f f w i t h the s p o i l s i n a f l a s h . We 
w i l l never f o r g e t the bewildered despair of the o t t e r as 
he thrashed about, wondering where h i s p r i z e meal had gone. 

E l s p e t h Kerr and S y b i l Lees, 
Qualicum Beach. 

L o c a l Canada Trust o f f i c e s are o f f e r i n g sets of s i x 
a t t r a c t i v e s e a l s d e p i c t i n g s i x d i f f e r e n t species of f l o r a 
and fauna. They are yours f o r the asking and, being w e l l 
designed and c a r r y i n g the motto "Save our b i r d s " and "Save 
our f o r e s t s " e t c . , would make an eye-catching "stamp" f o r 
the back of envelopes, and one most appropriate to our 
Society. 



10 

A NOTE FROM YOUR EDITOR 

As your new E d i t o r , I am both anxious to please and 
hopeful that as many members as p o s s i b l e w i l l send i n 
a r t i c l e s or short j o t t i n g s , or anything that you f e e l 
w i l l be of i n t e r e s t to our readers. I f anyone f e e l s they 
have something of i n t e r e s t f o r the magazine but s u f f e r s 
from that a l l too common malady " w r i t e r ' s b l o c k " , don't 
h e s i t a t e to phone us. We would be glad to r e c e i v e the 
inf o r m a t i o n by phone or i n person and put i t together f o r 
you. Remember, a l l pieces must be i n our hands by the 8th 
of the month. Thank you. 

BIRDS REPORTED 

L a z u l i Bunting 

Caspian Tern 

Great-horned Owl 

L o n g - b i l l e d Dowitcher 

(1) May 30 Mt. Douglas 
Mr. and Mrs. S u t t i l l 

(1) J u l 2 Sooke Harbour 
A l e c James 

(1) J u l 8 Beaver Lake 
J . Grove, B. Parlow, 
J . Regan 

(1) J u l 13 Cedar H i l l G o l f Course 
D. B. S p a r l i n g 

ADDENDA 

Mr. Bj3b_Hay j u s t missed the June magazine by a day, and 
as he had an impressive l i s t of s i g h t i n g s we f e e l our 
readers might appreciate a l i s t i n g . In A p r i l and May of 
t h i s year among h i s f i n d s he spotted no l e s s than: 2 Wood 
Duck, 1 European Widgeon, 20 Purple M a r t i n , a p a i r of 
Tufted Duck, 2 Mountain Q u a i l , 1 Tufted P u f f i n , s e v e r a l 
Common Scoter, 2 breeding Tree Swallows, 1 Cassin's A u k l e t , 
8 Cinnamon T e a l , 9 Blue-winged T e a l , 1 White-fronted Goose, 
1 Green Heron ( a d u l t ) , 6 Vaux S w i f t , 4 Rough-winged Swallow, 
1 Whimbrel and 1 B u l l o c k ' s O r i o l e (imm. male). 
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As the magazine has to be i n to the P r i n t e r s e a r l i e r 
t h i s year, please phone i n your b i r d r e p o r t s by the 8th 
of the month. We hope you a l l had good b i r d i n g t h i s 
summer and, as we have had no phone c a l l s t h i s month, 
we s i n c e r e l y hope you w i l l phone i n your s i g h t i n g s by 
Sept. 8th f o r the October magazine. Thank you. 

M. and L. Slocotnbe 
3134 Henderson Rd. 
Phone 592-9047 

"AND GOD CREATED GREAT WHALES" 

A r a t h e r unique recording has come to our a t t e n t i o n . The 
t i t l e i s as above. I t i s a Columbia stereo record and 
features Andre Kostelanetz and h i s o r c h e s t r a . The b e t t e r 
part of one s i d e i s taken up w i t h a r a t h e r unique compos
i t i o n by Hovhaness i n " c o l l a b o r a t i o n " w i t h s e v e r a l hump
back whales. I t may seem an odd combination but i t r e a l l y 
"comes o f f " and i s testament to the c r e a t i v i t y of two of 
nature's more i n t e l l i g e n t animals - man and whale. To 
quote the back of the record j a c k e t : "... Roger S. Payne, 
A s s i s t a n t p r o f e s s o r at the R o c k e f e l l e r U n i v e r s i t y and a 
member of the I n s t i t u t e f o r Research i n Animal Behaviour, 
brought to the Maestro some tapes of the s i n g i n g humpback 
whales that he had recorded i n the depths of the A t l a n t i c 
Ocean near Bermuda. Kostelanetz was immediately enthus
i a s t i c about the musical p o s s i b i l i t i e s of the recordings 
and suggested that a work be composed i n c o r p o r a t i n g such 
unusual sounds. The i d e a l composer, he s a i d , would be 
Alan Hovhaness..." The r e s u l t i s t h i s r e c o r d i n g . We 
enjoyed i t and the remainder of the record o f f e r s some 
pleasant c l a s s i c a l and f o l k music so we f e e l i t i s " i n 
t o t o " a good buy. 

M. Slocombe 
E d i t o r . 
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THE SEA AND ITS DESIGNS 

Your e d i t o r was once an a v i d but very amateur s h e l l 
c o l l e c t o r . We f e e l that t h i s aspect of our l o c a l n a t u r a l 
h i s t o r y has been somewhat overlooked and we would welcome 
any i n f o r m a t i o n or a r t i c l e s by members re t h e i r s i g h t i n g s 
or c o l l e c t i o n of specimens on our l o c a l shores. A word 
to the wise c o l l e c t o r : don't attempt (as we did) to enhance 
t h e i r beauty w i t h shelac or n a i l p o l i s h ! And always r e t a i n 
the operculum. We d i d most of our c o l l e c t i n g i n the e a r l y 
f i f t i e s , and i t would appear there are fewer s h e l l s these 
days i n our immediate area, but a good low t i d e w i l l s t i l l 
y i e l d some good specimens. Enid Lemon rep o r t s a l a r g e  
abalone from Saturna I s l a n d . As f a r as we know, these  
s h e l l s are protected and must not be moved. They used to 
be very prevalent i n C a l i f o r n i a (sea o t t e r s love them f o r 
dinner) but now they are being c a r e f u l l y guarded and 
signs are up warning people not to take them. The signs 
are amusing where the s p e l l i n g i s concerned. I quote: 
"No Abaloneaing" I 

The f a s t e s t wing beat of any i n s e c t i s 57,000 per minute 
by the midge Forcipomyia. The slowest wing beat of any 
i n s e c t i s 300 per minute by a S w a l l o w - t a i l b u t t e r f l y . 

The f a s t e s t swimming b i r d i s the Gentoo Penguin 
(Pygoscelis papua) - timed at 22-1/2 m.p.h. under water I 

PICKING THE PAPERBACKS 

The Mating Game by June Johns 
Sub T i t l e : Sex, Love and Courtship i n the Zoo 

This i s a f a i r l y recent book (1970) and despite i t s t i t l e 
we do not r a t e i t "R" '. I t i s a most readable, comprehen
s i v e c o l l e c t i o n of the problems, some h i l a r i o u s , some sad, 
of breeding animals i n zoos. I t i s w e l l w r i t t e n and packed 
w i t h i n f o r m a t i o n and, we f e e l , a va l u a b l e a d d i t i o n to any 
l i b r a r y . I t i s not w r i t t e n i n an anthropomorphic v e i n but 
nevertheless on reading i t one becomes a b i t so - and 
perhaps r i g h t l y . M s l o c o m b e > E d i t o r 
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